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COMBINED MEDIA RELEASE 

For immediate release 

Date:  05 June 2017 
 

OHORONGO GOES SOLAR ON WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 

Ohorongo Cement took another step into the renewable energy sphere with the 

groundbreaking of the construction of a 5 MW Solar PV plant on World Environment day (5th 

June) at its farm Sargberg plant near Otavi.  

The company availed land next to its cement plant for the construction of a Solar PV Plant. 
SunEQ four Investment, an Independent Power Producer and solar asset development 
platform, in collaboration with its Namibian partner, Hungileni CC, who will develop, construct 
and own the Solar PV Plant, will provide green and clean electricity to the cement factory. 
 
The close to N$100 million investment is expected to be in operation by the end of 2017, and 
will be located in close vicinity of the cement factory. 
 
“Electricity is of paramount importance to our operations and constitutes 25% of our production 
requirements. We are aware of the country’s precarious energy situation and hence took the 
decision to tap into the renewable energy resource which our country is endowed with. With 
this, Ohorongo will further contribute towards Namibia's efforts to reduce electricity imports, 
and to reduce CO² emissions generated from using fossil fuels,” said Hans-Wilhelm Schütte, 
Ohorongo Cement’s Managing Director. 
 
The energy source will assist Ohorongo Cement to significantly reduce its electricity expenses 
and running costs. 
 
This development is expected to create many temporary jobs during the construction phase, 
as well as permanent jobs when it is operational.   
 
“We are excited about these developments, as at Ohorongo we believe in the utilization of 
local human capital, the sharing of knowledge and the transfer of skills,” said Schütte. 
 
Ohorongo has signed a 15 year Power Purchase Agreement with SunEQ four Investment. 
This will make Ohorongo Cement one of the first industries in Namibia to utilize solar 
generated power for industrial usage within its operation. This is the beginning of Ohorongo’s 
journey to assist Namibia with increasing the uptake of renewable energy technologies in the 
country’s energy mix, in order to address the concerns of secured supply, as alluded by the 
Minister of Mines and Energy on several occasions. 
 
“The use of solar energy in Ohorongo’s operations will contribute positively towards reducing 
the current levels of greenhouse gas emissions. This will also assist the government to 
increase the share of renewable energy in electricity production to 70% of our consumption 
by the year 2030 as per our commitment towards our Intended Nationally Determined 
Contributions (INDC),” said Theofilus Nghitila, Namibia’s Environmental Commissioner. 
 
Construction of this plant shall commence once SunEQ four Investment has obtained the 

generation license from the Electricity Control Board.  



  

SunEQ four Investment and Hungileni cc have teamed up as a consortium to realize this 

exiting project. “If everything goes well, there is no reason why we should not repeat the 

success and equip other industrial and public off takers with Solar power”, said Johanna 

Shuungula, of Hungileni cc.  

The groundbreaking ceremony was also witnessed by Councillor Merlyn Steyn of Otavi Town 
Council and experts in the renewable energy sector.  
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About SunEQ and Suntrace 
 
SunEQ GmbH was established in 2015 as a solar asset development platform and is a sister company to 
Suntrace GmbH, which was founded in Hamburg in 2009. SunEQ GmbH is a limited liability company in private 
ownership that provides expertise and capital towards the development of early stage projects into bankability 
and investment maturity. With a focus on growth markets such as Latin America and Sub Saharan Africa, 
SunEQ’s objectives are to build a portfolio of long-term assets as well as a pipeline of solar projects under 
development. The independent consultancy has specialised in assisting large-scale solar projects in the 
development and realisation phase in emerging and developing countries. Thanks to its expertise in its business 
segments Solar Resource, Technology & Engineering as well as Solar Investment, Suntrace is in a position to 
provide energy suppliers, research organisations, development banks, investors, project developers and 
governments with competent support for the development and construction of their power plants. With branches 
and cooperation partners in Spain, India, Africa and Latin America, the team covers the whole project life cycle, 
from the early project development phase through to commissioning of the plant. Since its foundation, Suntrace 
has supported power stations in 30 countries, with a total aggregate capacity of more than four gigawatts. 

 

 

Matthias Schwara of SunEQ four Investment, Councillor 
Merlyn Steyn of Otavi Town Council, Hans-Wilhelm Schütte, 

Ohorongo Cement’s Managing Director, Johanna 

Shuungula, of Hungileni cc and Theofilus Nghitila, Namibia’s 
Environmental Commissioner at the groundbreaking 

ceremony of the 5 MW Solar PV plant.  

 

Matthias Schwara of SunEQ four Investment, Hans-Wilhelm 

Schütte, Ohorongo Cement’s Managing Director, shaking 

hands after signing the PPA. Johanna Shuungula, of 
Hungileni cc and Theofilus Nghitila, Namibia’s 

Environmental Commissioner witnessed the event. 
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